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Islamists but also contravened the very
spirit of Islamic Shariah. There is no second
opinion about the presence of anarchistic
militancy in Islamic movements as was the
fagcade of Boko Haram in Nigeria during the
last decade. On the other Talibans in
Afghanistan have been battling American
adventurism for years yet they haven't
drawn the sympathy of the Muslim world
for no nation can afford to induce the wrath
of America or face diplomatic isolation.
Hamas, having been pushed to wall by
Israel, had to unleash all possible military
resources to counter Israeli menace. They
didn't care about the implications of their
blatant invasion of Israel-occupied territory.
More than 10000 Palestinians have been
brutally killed and Gaza literally reduced to
debris as aresult of insane bombardment of
civilian areas but no potent voice against
Israeli atrocities has made ripples in still lake
of global conscience. Is it fair on part of the
strong to impinge upon the rights of the
weak on the pretext of eliminating their
'obnoxious' elements? How on earth can we
justify genocide of nation as part of war
strategy?

Igbal's stance on outrageous adventurism
of powerful states as preemptive measures
against militancy is quite clear. Modern
states with robust economy and military
might are, ironically speaking, detest
depolarization of power. They are highly
prejudiced against the history, culture,
religion and civilization of the
underdeveloped nations and their
fanaticism, termed Assbiahin Igbal's poetry,
particularly manifests in their dealing with
Islamic states. In a rejoinder to lIsrael's
expansionist agenda he wrote in “Zarb-e-
Kaleem”:

If the Jew claim the soil of Palestine,

Why not the Arab should demand Spain

In brief, Muslim Ummah has only one
binding force which can hold back the
brazen use of power against the Islamic
states by likes of Israel and its allies. We
must rise from our narrow interests to
embrace collective responsibility of
safeguarding the identity of Muslim
Ummah otherwise our story would
disappear fromthe annals of history.
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IQBAL'S

Conception of Patriotism
and Modern States

Prof. Muhammad Shahid Raza

part from his poetry both in

Persian and Urdu, Igbal's profound

vision of life is manifested in
random thoughts which he recorded in
personal diary published posthumously
with the title “Stray Reflections” by Javed
Igbal. The book contains epigrammatic
views on life, politics, patriotism, education,
art and poetry. The readers may find some
contradictions between his random
thoughts and poetic conception. While
contemplating the meanings of his
epigrams, they, however, should remember
that it is quite natural for a poet of rare
genius like Igbal to deliver in different ways
the same idea that evolves in his mind.
Consequently, we need to focus on Igbal's
revolutionary approach towards socio-
political paradigms of his age as well as
transcendental truths contained in pithy
sentences. One of the recurring themes in
Igbal's poetry and prose is patriotism that
defines political paradigms of a nation.
The conception of patriotism in Igbal's
poetry is rooted in overwhelming ideology
which put religion ahead of geographical
propositions. Love of country is ingrained in
human soul but love of the creator is the
soul itself and it is religion that opens up a
window to the realm of soul. Our existence

be it our name, our religion or rituals. In
order for Muslim nation to establish its
identity in the world, it should stick to
religion otherwise the very fabric of society
will get disrupted. Reflecting on patriotism
Igbal writes:

“Islam appeared as protest against idolatry.
And what is patriotism but a subtle form of
idolatry; a deification of material object.
Islam could not tolerate idolatry in any form.
It is our eternal mission in all its forms. The
fact that the Prophet & prospered and died
in a place not his birthplace is perhaps a
mystic hint to the same effect.”

Two decades ago a slogan was popularized
by a dictator who, in order to justify his
intervention into political system, played
patriotism card. “Sub se pehle Pakistan”
was diametrically opposed to Igbal's
conception of love of country. We should
preserve the interests of Pakistan at all costs
but it does not mean that we should
abandon our Muslim brothers in limbo
complying with socio-economic policies. In
pursuance of this narrative all governments
in Pakistan have never supported
vociferously Muslim guerilla fighters
combating the oppressive regimes.
Resultantly, we not only earned the wrath of



( FAISAL QAYYUM MAGRAY )
Secretary General ATI Pakistan

n the ongoing conflict in the Middle

East, there are deeply concerning

reports of civilian casualties, including
children. The ongoing conflict in Gaza has
reached a critical point, Hundreds of
thousands of people have been displaced
from their homes, and there is a complete
blockade in place, preventing the entry of
essential supplies such as food, fuel, and
medical aid. Moreover, Israel's recent aerial
strikes have caused extensive damage in
Gaza, reducing parts of the territory to
rubble. Evictions of Palestinians from their
homes have become commonplace in other
occupied territories as well. The situation is
further exacerbated as Gaza braces for a
potential ground invasion. These dire
circumstances, however, have not
prompted a unified international response.
Western countries' selective engagement
with the issue has led to questions about
their commitment to human rights and
principles of justice.
Despite the overwhelming military force
employed by Israel and the international
support it receives, the force of Palestinian
resistance remains unbroken. Israel's
actions have not deterred the
determination of those who seek their
freedom from occupation. For those in the

region who have been oppressed and are
standing up against colonization, the
international response has been mixed.
Western countries, including the United
States, have supported Israel's actions,
justifying them as “Israel's right to defense.”
This stance has raised questions about the
Western world's dual standard, asit appears
to contrast with their reaction to similar
situations in other parts of the world. This
conflict has once again exposed Western
hypocrisy, as they condemn Hamas for
harming civilians while approving of Israeli
airstrikes, which have tragically resulted in
the loss of many innocent lives. Israel's
declaration of war on Gaza carries
significant implications for the region and
the world.

In conclusion, the situation in Gaza is an
immensely complex and sensitive matter. It
highlights the urgent need for international
attention, diplomacy, and humanitarian aid
to mitigate the suffering of the civilian
population caught in the crossfire. It is
essential to continue monitoring
developments closely and to engage in
meaningful dialogue to address the root
causes of the ongoing conflict and promote
lasting peace in the region.
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